
 

QUESTIONS,  ANSWERS  AND COMMENTS ABOUT THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION DOCUMENT 

 

1 – What is your topic? 

A constitutional reform process for Italy with the participation of a representative sample of the Italian 

public. 

Comment: with the term “process” we mean a system composed by four interacting elements: 

Conceptual premises-<--- > Rules<-----> Actors<----->-Activities 

Conceptual premises are cultural elements (values, social  norms, habits, behaviors) 

Rules are juridical elements (constitutional and ordinary laws, regulations) 

Actors are those enabled to  have a role in the process 

Activities are the decisions to be taken in order to guarantee a practical impact of the rules on the 

public 

In our terminology , conceptual premises and rules are “forms”, activities are “contents”; a content 

can become a form for other, second level activities. Forms strongly influence contents. 

Presently a representative sample of the Italian public is not an actor of the constitutional reform process. 

Our aim is that it will become an active agent of it. 

2 – Who is your audience? 

Elected representatives, intermediate bodies  of the civil society, media and the public 

Comment:  up to now we addressed  only  top institutional and political leaders in Italy and abroad  (the 

latter for reasons explained later in this document) in order to inform all of them of our intentions. Other 

elected representatives will be contacted in the near future. We are presently starting to inform and 

contact intermediate bodies’ leaders. We are looking for some innovator on both sides that could play the 

role of an “attractor” capable to create emulation. 

3 – What does your audience know and think about the topic now? 

As far as we know, there are very popular reforms (e.g.  the “constructive vote of no confidence” in order 

to guarantee government’s stability, the reduction of the number of the Members of Parliament,  elector’s 

age equality  to vote for the different chambers) that could be the basis for a public initiative to stimulate 

the Parliament towards a new reform on specific points. A mixed group of allotted citizens and politicians 

could be enacted as a first step of a new  constitutional reform process. 



This  group could help in reducing the instrumental use of the reforms for political battles. 

Probably the party most informed  of the Irish experience is the  “Five Star Movement” which will organize 

the “ International forum on direct democracy”, next October in Turin. 

As far as the use of sortition, the Democratic Party, which has been traditionally the leading force in 

Tuscany is probably the more informed and  experienced  in this field. 

Anyway, we have to verify it through our contact with exponents of the different political forces.. 

 

4 – How do you want to change what they know and think?  

In the first phase we will mainly work at the “Conceptual premises” level, that means we’ll  try to change 

some of the convictions generally given as granted by politicians; e.g. 

-  the constitutional reform is an Italian affair 

 We intend to demonstrate that in an European environment and in a globalized world, the functioning of a  

country is an interests also of the international community. This is the reason why we informed also the 

leaders of other countries, mainly European. 

-  the  actors of the  reform process are jut the members of Parliament 

The luminous Irish experience  indicates that other actors can and should play a role. We will try to 

disseminate the knowledge of it, possibly with the help of those who leaded or studied that experience or 

similar ones. 

- The public can only ask a referendum  (500.000 signature are needed) after the new Constitutional 

norms  are  approved 

Even if this is the present constitutional norm, a well organized “pressure from below” with the help of 

some intermediate bodies of the civil society  could orient the choices of the Members of Parliament . 

In future we’ll  be active also at the “Rules” level , offering our analysis and proposal to all the political 

forces. In the past we already advanced a  law proposal for the democratic functioning of political parties. 

 

5 – How could your idea solve problems for your audience? 

We strongly believe that a deliberative democracy could be a  very effective “form “ for reducing  the 

distance presently existing between politicians and electors and improving the credibility of the political 

and institutional  system. 
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